IWA Learning Garden Academic Curriculum/Fund Raising Meeting

Day: November 30, 2006

Place: Panera’s – Strongsville

Time: 9:30 a.m-10:50 a.m.
         
Karen led the meeting and gave two handouts to those present, the Agenda for Meeting and the Ideas for Integrating Concepts into the Garden.  The purpose of the meeting was described on the agenda, and was used as a guide to cover the topics outlined. The meeting opened with discussion of the garden curriculum.

            The introduction of using composting in the school curriculum was the first topic. Karen stated that Mrs. Taddeo has attended a composting workshop and could provide beneficial information and Jane Christyson (sp), a parent from the Nature Club, has said she will donate a composting tumbler for the school to use. The area of where of where to place the composter was discussed, and Karen said there is an unused piece of land on the west side of the garden against the school building, and it is surrounded by tall trees. This area is not being used for anything else at this point, and could be the ideal location upon approval. Then the use of ZooPoo was also talked about, and how we can use it in our composting. The ZooPoo compost comes from elephants and rhinoceros dung so it is naturally high in nitrogen which would be great for the soil, and could be provided to us at no charge. This compost goes through a process where the heat generated during the maturation process kills any weed seeds and pathogens and the end result is a slow-release compost which does not smell.  Also, there is a zoo speaker who is also willing to come to the school and talk to the students in K-8 about the ZooPoo composting process and its use.  Karen mentioned that there are many educational facets to the composting and ZooPoo idea: first, it is a lesson in recycling, second, it is being considered as a possible energy and soil enrichment source, and lastly it provides a good correlation between IWA and the Cleveland Zoo for the overall health of the garden. The Kids Gardening website is an excellent resource for the teachers to visit for ideas on incorporating recycling from the garden into their curriculum and other ideas, such as art/science projects. One parent, Kathy Bewley, is doing research on recycling and will need to be contacted as to how she is progressing. The ideas for the uses of composting in the garden and using it in the K-8 curriculum need to be addressed to the teachers in the near future. 


Further encouragement of using the garden in their lesson plans is of high priority at this point. Karen stated that all of these ideas need to be broken down to make them more manageable, enabling the teachers to accept the integration of them into their current lesson plans. The bulb planting done in late October was also mentioned by Karen. Diane Cook donated over 200 bulbs for the garden, and helped the students in 3 classes plant them. Karen Micheli set up a mini workshop where she provided the students with worksheets and talked about the functions of different bulb parts. An experiment on forcing bulbs to grow is currently located in the garden. Then the students went into the garden to plant the bulbs. This day was enjoyed by all and we hope that we will have many more experiences such as this.

Beautiful and creative Christmas wreaths are now on display in the garden and were created by grades K-8.   Some of the teachers incorporated the wreath project into their class lesson and a few other classes used the wreath making in their classroom discussions. The wreaths were purchased by Mrs. Jacob’s/Mrs. Kautzman by the money that was in the garden fund that was earmarked for teacher curriculum use.

The meeting then progressed to the discussion of 3 Learning Garden workshops that the teachers have the opportunity to attend. There is a teacher workshop on January 10, 2007 given by the  Holden Arboretum to provide ideas and lesson plans for the teachers.  Sharon Graper, a Holden Arboretum education specialist been in contact with Tracy Ranchoff and they are working on to setting up the day for her to come to IWA and present her ideas to the teachers. Tracy will meet with Mrs. Kautzman to discuss potential ideas for the workshop.    Roseanne brought up the recycling program at Holy Family School in Parma.  We may need to network with these other schools, to get an idea of their support structure and how they got these projects off the ground. Mrs. Kaminski (2nd grade) also has a Canal Way Naturalist coming to look at the garden on Friday, December 1. Karen will follow up to see what was discussed and/or planned. 

On Tuesday, December 5, Karen and Tracy will be attending a meeting with the Cleveland Botanical Garden’s education specialist, Renata Brown. They are meeting to help organize a symposium of Learning Gardens across the city.  The goal of the symposium to  for the schools that have or will have learning gardens to network, exchange ideas, see what others schools are doing in their gardens, and how their programs got started (by the principal, the teachers, or parents).  Tracy mentioned that her research showed that the Chicago Botanical Gardens has lesson plans already in place for teachers to draw from for using in school gardens. Roseanne said that our lesson plans need to tie in with Ohio BOE State Standards, which we can find online. It was confirmed by Roseanne that IWA and other private schools do follow the same state standards as public schools, as well as the Diocesan Curriculum. Linda Little, an educational specialist with Alpha-Port is someone we may need to contact again in helping us set up a garden curriculum for our teachers.   Another possibility would be to pursue a relationship with the Botanical Gardens in helping establish a learning garden guide.   This will be looked into by Karen and Tracy on Tuesday.


The final order of business was fund-raising for the Learning Garden, and the necessity of continuing to boost the fund for the ongoing needs of the garden. Monies will be needed for general   maintenance, learning needs, replacement of supplies/plants, and any other unforeseen costs.  Some initial ideas for fundraising were  selling carnations, a Chuck-E-Cheese night, a restaurant dine-out night(Johnny Rockets), pizza night (Marco's), or a Mass offertory.  We need to clarify the proper procedure re: fundraising with Mrs Jacobs before we would proceed. Also, Roseanne posed a question concerning garden costs that we need to have answered: Is the Learning Garden worthy of having a line item on the school's budget for the overall yearly maintenance of it? Karen will ask Mrs. Jacobs what she recommends. Karen mentioned the need to replenish the account for the teacher supply budget. Concerns were also raised over the use of the calcium chloride on the entryway to the garden and the need to protect the pavers that are located adjacent to the sidewalk.  Karen will look into what is most recommended.  


The final portion of the meeting consisted of brainstorming for seasonal ideas to integrate into the garden. To add to the decorations for the Christmas season, Tracy purchased lights for the Fat Albert Spruce tree and two motion reindeer. The next possible holiday for decorating opportunities would be Valentine's Day.  Karen will look online for any unique ideas on decorating. Tracy mentioned making rock candy or heart-shaped soap in the Science Lab. We will have many tulips for the garden in April/May, and may be able to incorporate the garden's flowers into the May Crowning ceremony. Other non-seasonal uses for the garden were discussed. Mary Jo will contact two friends in the Parma City schools about their annual Civil War Re-Enactment and the Land Lab at Green Valley Elementary and how they utilize it in their curriculum. Meeting was then adjourned.
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